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December 12, 2018 
 
 
Dear Friends, 
  
A new report, summarized here, finds that CSS's flagship peer mentoring program - Peer Group Connection - is, 
"moving the needle in academic outcomes." 
  
AT&T contracted with Westat Inc., an independent evaluator, to assess the effect on high school student outcomes of 30 
projects implemented in schools across the United States. Over 8,100 students were studied over a two-year period as 
part of two of those 30 projects that centered on CSS's Peer Group Connection (PGC). Key findings were: 

 9th grade students and peer leaders who participated in PGC attended school more often than non-participants. 

 Increased attendance rates were sustained a full year after students completed PGC. 

 9th grade students who participated in PGC were on-track to graduate on time more so than were non-
participants, a finding that was also sustained into 10th grade, one year after PGC participation.  

 9th grade students and peer leaders who participated in PGC exhibited a higher grade point average (GPA) than 
non-participants. 

 The more time students spent participating in PGC, the better their academic outcomes.  
 
The full press release is here. 
  
We are thrilled that these findings underscore the power of peer relationships and contribute to the evidence-base of what 
works to support academic outcomes for youth. As we look forward to 2019, we are committed to building on this success 
to achieve our 5-year goal of doubling the number of high schools, middle schools, and communities across the country 
that we support with PGC. 
  
Warm wishes, 

 

Daniel F. Oscar 
CEO 
 
P.S. Please check out open positions. And, as always, if you'd like additional information about anything you've read, 
simply hit reply and let me know. I look forward to hearing from you. 
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